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Tribal-State Relations Statement

The State of Minnesota is home to 11 federally recognized Indian Tribes 
with elected Tribal government officials. The State of Minnesota 
acknowledges and supports the unique political status of Tribal Nations 
across Minnesota and their absolute right to existence, self-governance, 
and self-determination. This unique relationship with federally 
recognized Indian Tribes is cemented by the Constitution of the United 
States, treaties, statutes, case law, and agreements. The State of 
Minnesota and Tribal governments across Minnesota significantly 
benefit from working together, learning from one another, and 
partnering where possible.

The Minnesota Department of Health recognizes, values, and celebrates 
the vibrant and unique relationships between the 11 Tribal Nations and 
the State of Minnesota. Partnerships formed through government-to-
government relationships with these Tribes will effectively address 
health disparities and lead to better health outcomes for all of 
Minnesota.



Agenda
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Noon – 12:05 p.m. Welcome and Introductions

12:05 – 12:15 p.m. Program and funding details

12:15 – 12:20 p.m. Eligible projects and strategies

12:20 – 12:40 p.m. Application components and instructions

12:40 – 12:45 p.m. Review and Selection Process

12:45 – 12:50 p.m. Important Dates

12:50 – 1 p.m. Q & A



Meeting objectives

• To provide a high-level summary of 
the Perinatal Health Innovations 
RFP.

• To learn more about the 
background of the Perinatal Health 
Innovations grant.

• To provide a space for potential 
applicants to ask questions about 
RFP instructions.
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Request for proposals team

Ramya Palaniappan 
(she/hers), Maternal Health 

Innovations Planner

Brendan McIntyre (he/him) 
MCH Grants Specialist

Anne Walaszek (she/hers) 
Maternal Health Innovations 

Program Director

3/11/2026 health.state.mn.us 5



Program and funding details
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Program details

• Improving perinatal health 
outcomes for communities of color, 
American Indian communities and 
rural communities

• Innovative activities through 
community engagement and 
communications

• I-MOM

• Perinatal health strategic plan
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RFP priorities

• Perinatal health programs 
improving outcomes in 
communities experiencing highest 
rates of disparities 

• Culturally grounded programming

• Community engagement

• Driven by community served

• Shared power and decision-making

• Partnerships
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Funding details
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Funding Estimate

Estimated Total Amount to Grant $160,000 total for two years; $80,000 
per year

Estimated Number of Awards 4

Estimated Award Maximum $40,000 total for two years; $20,000 per 
year

Estimated Award Minimum $10,000 total for two years, $5,000 per 
year



Project dates
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Year 1 June 1, 2026 – Sept. 29, 2026

Year 2 Sept.30, 2026 – Sept. 29, 2027



Eligible projects and strategies
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Who’s eligible to apply?

Faith-based organizations

Social services organizations

Community nonprofit organizations

Local public health

Tribal governments

Community clinics
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Applicants must be located in and conduct grant activities in the state of Minnesota.



Eligible projects

• Promote racial and/or geographic equity in perinatal health

• Reduce perinatal health disparities in communities of color, American Indian 
communities, and/or rural communities
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Sample projects
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Community 
listening sessions

Culturally specific 
perinatal 

education classes

Podcast capturing 
birthing 

experiences

Maternal mental 
health curriculum 
implementation

Social media 
campaign – 

perinatal health 
lived experiences

Video series 
highlighting 

perinatal health 
topics

Culturally specific 
training curriculum



Application components and instructions
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Application checklist
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☐Letter of Intent (OPTIONAL) due by 5 p.m. on March 13. Submit via email, health.mch@state.mn.us. 

☐ Attachment B: Eligibility Quiz and Grant Applicant Cover Sheet

☐ Attachment C: Project Narrative

☐ Attachment D: Workplan

☐ Attachment E: Budget Details and Justification

☐ Attachment F: Application Score Sheet

☐ Attachment G: Conflict of Interest- Applicant 

☐ Attachment H: Due Diligence Form

☐ Application due by 5 p.m. on April 3. Submit via Foundant

mailto:health.mch@state.mn.us


Optional letter of intent
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Letters of intent should include: 

Applicant legal name. 

Proposed 
communities and/or 
priority populations 

to be served. 

Proposed geographic 
area to be served. 

Anticipated strategy 
to be funded through 

this RFP. 

Anticipated amount 
of funding the 

applicant will request. 

Due by 5 p.m. on March 13 via email: 
health.mch@state.mn.us

mailto:health.mch@state.mn.us
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Three questions, if 
eligible can move on 
to the application 
(not scored)

Eligibility Quiz - Foundant



Attachment B: Cover sheet/face sheet - Foundant
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Up to 12 applicant 
demographic questions 
to fill out (not scored)



Attachment C: Project narrative - Foundant
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9 application 
questions (scored)



Attachment D: Workplan - Foundant
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Timeline is for the entire 
grant period: June 2026 – 
September 2027

The workplan should 
include:
• Description 
• Timeline 
• Key staff and partners 
• Estimated number of 

people reached



Attachment E: Budget details and justification - Foundant
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Timeline is for the entire grant 
period: June 2026 – September 
2027

Needs to be an Excel workbook

Budget categories:
• Salary and fringe
• Contractual services
• Travel
• Supplies and expenses
• Other
• Indirect costs



Attachment G: Conflict of interest - Applicant
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Attachment H: Due diligence form
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• Pre-award risk 
assessment in 
accordance with 
federal, state and 
agency policies. 

• Allows MDH to 
understand capacity of 
applicants and identify 
TA if applicant is 
selected. 



Supplemental attachments – not scored
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Review and selection process
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Review process
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Review committee selection

• Multidisciplinary 
committee:
• MDH
• Local public health
• CBO’s
• Community members
• Content experts

Review applications

• Review applications using 
the score sheet 
(Attachment F) 

• 100-point scale
• Multiple reviewers score 

each application

MDH makes final decisions

• Review team scores
• Representativeness of 

population served
• Culturally grounded 

programming
• Community 

engagement/collaboration 
activities

• Geographic distribution
• Total funding available 

MDH strongly encourages applicants to use the score sheet as they are creating their application



Important Dates
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Key dates
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March 2 RFP released
March 10 RFP Information Session
March 12 RFP TA Session on Foundant
March 13 at 5 p.m. Optional Letter of Intent due (via email)

March 30 Last day to submit RFP questions (via email)

April 3 at 5 p.m. Proposals due (via Foundant)

June 1 Estimated grant start date



Thank you!

Ramya Palaniappan
Ramya.palaniappan@state.mn.us

651-201-3772

mailto:Ramya.palaniappan@state.mn.us

	Minnesota Innovations in Perinatal Health
	Tribal-State Relations Statement
	Agenda
	Meeting objectives
	Request for proposals team
	Program and funding details
	Program details
	RFP priorities
	Funding details
	Project dates
	Eligible projects and strategies
	Who’s eligible to apply?
	Eligible projects
	Sample projects
	Application components and instructions
	Application checklist
	Optional letter of intent
	Eligibility Quiz - Foundant
	Attachment B: Cover sheet/face sheet - Foundant
	Attachment C: Project narrative - Foundant
	Attachment D: Workplan - Foundant
	Attachment E: Budget details and justification - Foundant
	Attachment G: Conflict of interest - Applicant
	Attachment H: Due diligence form
	Supplemental attachments – not scored
	Review and selection process
	Review process
	Important Dates
	Key dates
	Thank you!

